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1605, the character of Philotas was supposed to stand for that of
Essex, and the author of the play to be in sympathy with that
noble's rebellion. On being summoned before the lords in council,
he was able to prove that the first three acts of the play had been
read by the master of the revels before 1600. This, however,
could not save him from a reprimand from Essex's old friend,
Devonshire. Of his life, there is nothing more to chronicle except
that he spent his later years on his farm at Beckington, in Somerset,
where he died in 1619. His office passed to his brother John
Daniel,, author of Songs for the Lute, Viol and Voice (1606).
Samuel Daniel began his literary career with a set of sonnets
.entitled Delia, Twenty-seven sonnets by him had been appended
to the 1591 edition of Sidney's Astropkd and Stetta, without, as he
declared, his authorisation, and, probably, through the action of
Nashe. In the following year, appeared the first edition of Ddia>
containing fifty sonnets, and including revised versions of eighteen
of those that had appeared in Astrqphd and Stella. In 1592,
came the second edition of Delia, with four new sonnets, and
The Complaynt of Rosamond. The third edition, published in
1594, includes twenty-three new stanzas to Rosamond, and Cleo-
patra, a tragedy. In this third edition, the prose epistolary
dedication to the countess of Pembroke, which had appeared in the
previous editions, has given place to a sonnet addressed to her; while
Cleopatra is also dedicated to the same lady, the poet stating that
he wrote it at her command aa a companion to her own tragedy of
Antonie (1592). In 1595, came the first four books of TJie Civil
Wars between tlie two Houses of Lancaster and Tork^ the fifth
book being published the same year; and it was mainly the desire
to go on with his epic that made his duty as tutor to lady Anne
Clifford seem tedious to him. During the next four years, he
published nothing. In 1599, MwsophUiis, or a General Defence of
Learning was issued, dedicated to Fulke Greville, and, in the same
volume, was included the first of the poetical epistles, that from
Octavia to Marcus Antonius, which was dedicated to the countess
of Cumberland. In the same year, appeared the first collected
edition of his works, the PoeticaU Essayes] and, two years later,
an augmented collection was published, including the sixth book of
the Civil Wars, and shoeing much revision of the text of other
poems. In 1602, he replied to Campion's Observations in the Art
of EiitflisK Pome with Ms prose Defence of Ryme\ a curious and
admirable work which was the last serious blow dealt to the
1 See vol. m of the present work, chap. uv.